FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
fighting spirit of the workers, did all it could to
encourage the delusion that there was no natural
connection between the productivity and the
wages of labour. For during the War many
economically unsound things were done, for
which the payment was postponed to a more
convenient season. Also so many men were
drafted into the army that high wages were paid
even for inferior labour, and the prosperity of the
workers seemed to be bound up not with the
production of wealth, but with its destruction.
Thus the soil was prepared for a copious crop
of economic illusions.
Politicians of all parties set themselves to raise
it. Fears of revolution and of the contagion of
Russian Bolshevism led them to yield to the out-
cry for higher wages and shorter hours without
regard to production: they therefore instituted
the dole for the unemployed and conceded to the
"sheltered" trades and industries rates of wages
which were hardly earned even in the war-time
"boom", and never came down afterwards, when
the price level sank and the paper pound was
deflated. In so far therefore as the services of the
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